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Students will: • Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key

supporting details and ideas. 

• Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.

4 RL 1 Refer to details and 

examples in a text when 

explaining what the text 

says explicitly and when 

drawing inferences from 

the text. (Q1-Q4)

Explicit explanation is referring directly to the text to explain comprehension. When students are 

asked to explain their thinking they can respond with either a direct quote from the text, make a 

connection within the text, or beyond the text.

Literary Graphic Organizer

Example: Grade 4 Unit 1

As a class, we will keep a chart with the categories listed below of the stories and poems we read. 

As the chart is filled in, we will use the information to talk about what we learned from literature.

• Title and author

• Type of literature (story or poem)

• Main character(s)

• Problem

• Solution

• Summary (using the “Somebody-Wanted-But-So” strategy)

Write your own response on a sticky note, on a white board, or in your journal and share it with a 

partner before each section of the class chart is filled in. 
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4 RL 2 Determine a theme of a 

story, drama, or poem 

2. from details in the

text; summarize the 

text. (Q1-Q4)

The emphasis of this standard is employing strategies to analyze and apply knowledge of the 

structure and elements of literature. Guide students to use details to summarize the purpose of 

the story. 

Theme is the overarching message or universal idea of the text. It is not bound by time or space 

and is generally true for all people throughout all times (e.g., it’s always better to work together, 

honesty is the best policy). It requires thinking BEYOND the text to identify the theme.

Teacher will model the process of determining a theme by thinking aloud using a well-known 

story (e.g., Three Little Pigs: collaboration or working together brings success; The Boy Who Cried 

Wolf: honesty is the best policy).

Teacher models summarizing from the text to support the theme of a story. The teacher will 

combine the key points in order to demonstrate generalized meaning or theme (a broader view). 

Students will practice strategies of inference. Inference is a guess or conclusion based on 

evidence, clues made by the author plus the reader’s own background knowledge.

Students will summarize text from their notes.

Informational Text Graphic Organizer

Example: Grade 4 Unit 1

As a class, we will keep a chart of information learned about the respiratory, circulatory, and 

endocrine systems. As the chart is filled in, we will use the information to talk about what we learned 

from nonfiction books.

• The body system

• What does it do?

• What are its parts?

• What are some interesting facts?

• What are the words we should know? (e.g., cardiology, pulmonology, etc.)

Write your own response on a sticky note, on a white board, or in your journal and share it with a 

partner before each section of the class chart is filled in.
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4 RL 7 Make connections 

between the text of a 

story or drama and a 

visual or oral 

presentation of the text, 

identifying where each 

version reflects specific 

descriptions and 

directions in the text. 

(Q1-Q4)

Students will use 2-column notes, a Venn diagram, or other graphic organizer to compare notes 

from the text and notes from a visual or oral presentation to make a connection.  

Grade 4 Unit 1

Look at how doctors are portrayed in the various art selections (see Art, Music, and Media). What 

adjectives would you use to describe the doctors and patients? Choose your favorite painting and 

write a conversation that could have occurred between patient and doctor.
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4 RL 10 By the end of the year, 

read and comprehend 

literature, including 

stories, dramas, and 

poetry, in the grades 

4–5 text complexity 

band proficiently, with 

scaffolding as needed at 

the high end of the 

range. (Q1-Q4)

Students read grade-level material with appropriate rate (speed), accuracy (precision) prosody 

(expression) and purpose.  

Students should be exposed to the differences in reading different types of text with appropriate 

rhythm, pacing, intonation, and expression relevant to the text. 

Students will keep a reading log of the variety of literature.

Literature Log, Stories Drama Poetry, children’s adventure stories,

folktales, legends, fables, fantasy, realistic fiction, and myths. staged 

dialogued, brief familiar scenes. nursery rhymes, subgenres of the narrative poems, limericks and 

free verse poems

Literature Response

Example: Grade 4 Unit 6

Choose an eventful scene or chapter from a Middle Ages story you are reading. Write a journal 

entry retelling the scene from another point of view (i.e., if it’s in first person, rewrite it in third; if 

it’s in third person, rewrite it in first). Trade your journal entry with a classmate who is reading 

the same book and ask him/her to tell you if your new version makes sense and why (or why not). 

Revise if needed.

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, & 

Assessments  

Rev. 7/2015

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f4th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f4th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f4th%20Grade&Folder


Higley Unified School District

INSTRUCTIONAL ALIGNMENT

G
rad

e

C
lu

ste
r

Stan
d

ard

Arizona's College and 
Career Ready Standards Explanations & Examples

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, & 

Assessments  

Fourth Grade Quarter 4
Reading Standards

Reading Literature, Information and Foundational Skills

4 RI 2 Determine the main 

idea of a text and 

explain how it is 

supported by key 

details; summarize the 

text.  (Q3-Q4)

Students will independently or in small groups complete graphic organizers to show how key 

details support the main idea.

Students will use a variety of informational text sources (e.g., magazine, biography, journal 

writing, research paper).

Students will use their notes to create a summary.

Informational Text Graphic Organizer

Example: Grade 4 Unit 4

As a class, we will keep a chart using the categories and questions below of information learned 

about historical events from the American Revolution. As we read informational texts that are 

from firsthand and secondhand accounts of people and events, we will talk about how the 

differences in point of view affect our understanding. Does the overall structure of the text 

(chronology, cause/effect, etc.) affect your understanding of events as they are presented? As the 

chart is filled in, we will use the information to talk about what we learned from nonfiction 

books.

• Person or event

• Where this took place

• When this took place

• What is the historical significance of this event?

• From whose point of view is this account written?

• What other memorable information do you want to remember about this person or event?

• Notes about text structure (chronology, cause/effect, etc)

Write your response on a sticky note, on a white board, or in your journal and share it with a 

partner before each section of the class chart is filled in.
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4 RI 3 Explain events, 

procedures, ideas, or 

concepts in a historical, 

scientific, or technical 

text, including what 

happened and why, 

based on specific 

information in the text. 

(Q3-Q4)

Students will independently or in small groups complete graphic organizers to show how key 

details support the main idea.

Students will use a variety of informational text sources (e.g., magazine, biography, journal 

writing, research paper).

Students will use their notes to create a summary.

  

Informational Text Graphic Organizer

Example: Grade 4 Unit 4

As a class, we will keep a chart using the categories and questions below of information learned 

about historical events from the American Revolution. As we read informational texts that are 

from firsthand and secondhand accounts of people and events, we will talk about how the 

differences in point of view affect our understanding. Does the overall structure of the text 

(chronology, cause/effect, etc.) affect your understanding of events as they are presented? As the 

chart is filled in, we will use the information to talk about what we learned from nonfiction 

books.

• Person or event

• Where this took place

• When this took place

• What is the historical significance of this event?

• From whose point of view is this account written?

• What other memorable information do you want to remember about this person or event?

• Notes about text structure (chronology, cause/effect, etc)

Write your response on a sticky note, on a white board, or in your journal and share it with a 

partner before each section of the class chart is filled in.
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4 RI 4 Determine the meaning 

of general academic and 

domain-specific words 

or phrases in a text 

relevant to a grade 4 

topic or subject area. 

(Q2-Q4)

Students will keep word journals or records for easy reference.

Students will complete vocabulary graphic organizers that include non-linguistic representations 

(drawings). 

Students will apply knowledge of context clues to determine word or phrase meanings.

Teachers model the use of context clues to determine the meaning of a word or phrase by:

• Looking at the illustration or graph.

• Using background knowledge regarding the subject.

• Looking at the sentence before and after to help build meaning.

• Using morphology, affixes, Greek & Latin roots to derive meaning

Research Project/Write a Weather Forecast (Option 1)

Example: Grade 4 Unit 2

Read a variety of informational texts, in print and online, about a specific season in a 

geographical region of choice. Watch a meteorologist presenting a weather forecast online or on 

TV, and describe what makes that style of presenting unique. Then, write a weather forecast for 

the area of choice. Include visual displays in your presentation, as appropriate, and share your 

report with your class in the style of a meteorologist. 
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4 RI 5 Describe the overall 

structure (e.g., 

chronology, 

comparison, 

cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of 

events, ideas, concepts, 

or information in a text 

or part of a text. (Q1-

Q4)

When conducting a simple scientific investigation, students may record data in T-charts, tables, 

lists, and logs. While conducting research for a history assignment students find and use 

chronological order as well as cause and effect information. 

Students will use different graphic organizers depending on the type of informational text (e.g., 

descriptive web, comparison T-chart, sequential flowchart).

Informational Text Graphic Organizer

Example: Grade 4 Unit 3

As a class, we will keep a chart of information using the categories below we’ve learned about 

animals such as horses, dogs, mice, or other animals of interest. As the chart is filled in, we will 

use the information to talk about what we learned from nonfiction books.

• Name of animal, habitat, diet, protection/body facts, enemies, life, expectancy, Interesting facts

Write your response on a sticky note, on a white board, or in your journal and share it with a 

partner before each section of the class chart is filled in.
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4 RI 9 Integrate information 

from two texts on the 

same topic in order to 

write or speak about the 

subject knowledgeably. 

(Q3-Q4)

Prior to reading information from two sources on the same topic, students anticipate categories 

of information to organize their thinking while reading the texts.  Students combine the 

information to demonstrate deeper knowledge of the topic. This information can be used in the 

creation of a research report.

Teacher uses Social Studies Standards (e.g., American History, World History) or Science to select 

appropriate topics. 

Students complete graphic organizers indicating which resource provided the information (e.g., 3-

4-5 column chart).

Student, or groups of students, integrates the information into a single report.

Students can take notes on color-coded index cards to demonstrate the combination of resources 

builds greater information.

Students use the index cards of notes to sort and categorize before writing or speaking on their 

topic.

Research Project/Q&A Report (Option 2)

Example: Grade 4 Unit 2

Read a variety of informational texts, in print and online, about a season or weather 

phenomenon of choice. Write a report in question answer format where you write the questions 

and find the answers. Include audio or visual displays in your presentation, as appropriate. Share 

your report with your class.
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4 RI 10 By the end of year, read 

and comprehend, 

informational texts, 

including history/social 

studies, science, and 

technical texts, in the 

grades 4–5 text 

complexity band 

proficiently, with 

scaffolding as needed at 

the high end of the 

range. (Q1-Q4)

The range of reading may include: biographies and autobiographies; books about history, social 

studies, science and the arts; technical text, including directions, forms, and information 

displayed in graphs, charts, or maps; and digital sources on a range of topics. A wide range of 

reading will build background knowledge, vocabulary and concepts. Students create journals with 

key vocabulary words or phrases.

Students keep a reading log of the variety of informational text.

Grade 4 Unit 6

As a class, we will keep a chart of information using the categories and questions below we’ve 

learned about heroes from a variety of times and places. Start with the nonfiction texts from this 

unit, but also review all historical figures studied this year. As the chart is filled in, we will use the 

information to talk about how this changes or reinforces our understanding of a “hero.”

• Person’s name

• When did they live?

• Where did they live?

• Why is he/she considered a hero/heroine?

• Are there any fiction stories written about him/her? What are they?

• Other memorable/interesting facts

Write your own responses in your journal and share them with a partner before presenting your 

findings to the class. 
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4 RF 3a Know and apply grade-

level phonics and word 

analysis skills in 

decoding words.   (Q1-

Q4)        

(a). Use combined 

knowledge of all letter-

sound 

correspondences, 

syllabication patterns, 

and morphology (e.g., 

roots and affixes) to 

read accurately 

unfamiliar multisyllabic 

words in context and 

out of context. (Q1-Q4)

Students sort prefixes and suffixes with common base and root words.Students create words 

based on meaning (e.g., It was not opened, it was unopened.   It was not zipped, it was 

unzipped.).

Dramatization/Fluency 

Example: Grade 4 Unit 1

Choose a poem such as They Were My People by Grace Nichols, to read and discuss with a 

partner. Perform the poem as a duet with a classmate. 
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4 RF 4abc Read with sufficient 

accuracy and fluency to 

support comprehension. 

(Q1-Q4)       

(a). Read on-level text 

with purpose and 

understanding. 

(b). Read on-level prose 

and poetry orally with 

accuracy, appropriate 

rate, and expression on 

successive readings.

(c). Use context to 

confirm or self-correct 

word recognition and 

understanding, 

rereading as necessary. 

(Q1-Q4)

Dramatization/Fluency  Grade 4 Unit 2       

Choose a poem such as such as Dust of Snow , by Robert Frost, to read and discuss with a partner. 

Recite the poem for your classmates. 

Dramatization/Fluency  Grade 4 Unit 2

Choose a poem such as “A Bird Came Down the Walk ,” by Emily Dickinson, or “The Rhinoceros, ” 

by Ogden Nash, to read and discuss with a partner. Recite the poem for your classmates. 
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