
How to set yourself apart from everyone else 

Writing A Personal 

Statement 
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THE PERSONAL STATEMENT 

- Depending on the topic you choose, the essay you 

write provides additional evidence of your 

intellectual and creative achievement.  

- The essay is also the only opportunity for the 

readers of your application to get a feel for you as a 

person as well as for you as a student.  

- The essay is also the place where you can put 

your academic record into the context of your 

opportunities and obstacles.  
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THOSE WHO WILL READ YOUR ESSAY ARE 

LOOKING FOR TWO IMPORTANT THINGS: 

 HOW the essay provides evidence of your 

achievements that isn't reflected in other parts of 

your application 

 

 HOW and WHY the events that you describe 

have shaped your attitude, focus, and, life in 

general 
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BRAINSTORMING – “PREWRITING” 

 Gather all of your ideas and put them on paper 

without editing them.  

 

 Brainstorming is NOT an outline, NOT a draft 

and certainly NOT an essay. 
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QUESTIONS TO ASK YOURSELF: 

 What are my strengths? 

 What are my weaknesses? 

 What is special about me? 

 What kind of person am I?  

 What do I care about? 

 Why is (BLANK) more important to me than 

(BLANK)? (Fill in the blanks.) 

 What is it like growing up in (BLANK)? 

 What is it like going to school at (BLANK)? 
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BRAINSTORMING EXERCISE… 
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CRAFTING YOUR ESSAY 
 

 Past, Present, Future 

 

 Tell a Story! 

 

 Prove it 

 

 A thesaurus is not a dinosaur 

 

 Proper grammar, punctuation, present tense, etc. 

 

 Get a second (and third, and fourth…) opinion 
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EXAMPLE ESSAY: 

 

The sample essay answers the questions, "Why do 

you want to go to college" or "Describe a major 

hurdle or obstacle you've had to overcome" 

 

 

 

http://www.collegescholarships.com/ 
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INTRODUCTION: 

On March 12 of last year, my mother informed my 

brother and I that she had cancer. I remember the 

setting with such clarity and precision that it 

seems somehow unreal: a figment of an overactive 

imagination. It was an early Spring day, 

unseasonably warm and bright. The birds in our 

backyard seemed chirpier than ever. It was one of 

those days when the world seems waiting to be 

reborn. The promise and potential of the day and 

the season only served to heighten the unreality of 

what my mother was trying to convey. 
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PAST: 
“I have ovarian cancer and unfortunately, it's spread, out of my ovaries 

into...” I couldn't even hear the rest. Cancer? What did these words even 

mean? How could this be? Why? My mom was in her mid-40's and while that 

seemed ancient to me, I knew it was way too young to have cancer. I had a 

lot to learn. 

It wasn't just my mom's age that made this disease seem impossible; it was 

her vitality, her sense of life. In addition to working as a librarian for our city 

library, she also wrote poetry and volunteered with a local literacy program, 

teaching adults to read. And she was the glue that held our family together. 

What was going to become of us? These were the thoughts echoing in my 

head as I drifted back to what my mother was saying. Even now I blush at 

my selfishness. 

“...and there are new treatments and medicines being discovered all the time. 

So there's no need to start worrying. We'll get through this...” I looked at my 

brother and tears were streaming down his face. As if being given 

permission, I also started crying. My mom joined in and soon we were 

huddled together: a frightened, sad and confused mound of humanity. 
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PRESENT: 

That was about a year and a half ago. My mom is 

still with us. She is getting ready to begin a new 

experimental chemo treatment. The family 

language has been enlarged by many new words 

and much new medical terminology – knowledge I 

wouldn't wish on anyone. Our family is holding up 

surprisingly well. My dad and brother have been 

strong and supportive. This experience without 

them is completely unimaginable. 
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FUTURE AND CONCLUSION: 

Finally, I turn to why I want to go to college. I need 

to go to college so that I can continue to grow, 

mature and learn. I need to go to college so that one 

day I can be an adult capable of strength in the 

face of adversity, capable of giving back to the 

community, capable of being an example to others 

as my mom is to me. I don't expect the college 

experience to magically transform me into a wise 

and all-knowing adult. But I am relying on it to 

help me explore the world of ideas. Armed with this 

knowledge, I may then be capable of emulating the 

strongest, most courageous person I know, my 

mom. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

 

Buddy Tewksbury 

480-428-2901 

james.tewksbury@gcu.edu 

 


